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-PRIFACE- 


The  Chaiman  & Menbers, 

Docking  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chaiman,  Ladies  & Gentlenen, 

Annual  Public  Health  Report  1959 • 

It  gives  ne  great  pleasure  to  present  to  you  ny  Annual  Public 
Health  Report  on  the  District  in  which  I incorporate  the  reports  of  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  (part  II)  and  of  the  V/ater  works 
Superintendent  (Part  III) . 

The  evidence  provided  by  the  vital  statistics  shows  that  the  state 
of  the  public  health  remains  satisfactory^’.  The  differences  which  have  been 
notified  are  of  minor  character. 

The  increase  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is  due  almost 
entirely  to  the  periodic  outbreak  of  measles.  Specific  immunisations,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  have  controlled  the  "killer"  diseases  of  the  past  but  it 
would  be  disastrous  for  the  community  to  assume  that  these  diseases  have 
been  eradicated.  Only  by  continued  immunisation,  including 'booster’  doses, 
can  this  happy  stats  be  maintained  and  our  children  protected. 

Meanwhile  it  is  worth  noting  that  five  new  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the  District  and  that  the  ages  affected 
ranged  from  18  to  75  years.  Arrangements  ha-d  been  made  by  tho  end  of  the  year 
for  a special  X -Ray  Survey  of  tie  areas  affected. 

It  is  disappointing  that  progress  in  housing  is  so  painfully  slow. 
In  view  of  the  serious  influence  which  poor  or  inadequate  housing  and 
overcrowding  has  on  physical  as  well  as  on  mental  health,  it  would  appear 
that  Government  policy  needs  reviewing  so  as  to  ensure  better  financial 
facilities  for  the  elimination  of  slums  and  substandard  accommodation. 

The  planning  of  the  Burnham  Market  sewerage  scheme  is  a welcome 
beginning  which  will  bo  followed, it  is  hoped, by  similar  schemes  in  other 
crowded  Parishes  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  an  anachronism  that  in  this  year 
of  grace  no  less  than  19  Parishes  should  have  no  s orvice  provided  for  the 
disposal  of  their  wastes. 

I must  again  express  my  gratitude  to  tho  Staff  of  the  Dockign 
Rural  District  Council  for  their  continued  assistance,  to  the  Staff  of  tho 
Local  Health  Office  for  much  of  the  preparation  and  typing  of  this  Report 
and,  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  to  the  Menbers  of  tho  Council  for  their 
unfailing  interest  and  support  in  the  execution  of  ny  duties. 

Yours  obedient  Servant, 

W.H. CRICHTON, 

C.I.E.,  M.3.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


4 


PART  I 

1.  Staff-. 


There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department, 

2,  Area  and  Population- 

The  District  covers  87,3S6  acres  and  comprises  30  parishes. 

It  is  essentially  rural  in  character. 

The  R'egistrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year 
population  in  1959  was  18,510  xfnich  is  320  higher  than  that  of  the 
preceeding  year.  The  : ncroase  :'n  tho  population  i,e.  the 

difference  between  the  number  of  live  bixths  (306}  and  the  number 
of  deaths  (215)  is  91. 

3*  Meteorological  Factors.-  1959  was  an  exceptional  year  and  one  which 
will  be  remembered  for  many  years  for  its  perfect  summer  weather. 

Every  imaginable  record  was  broken j vjeeks  and  weeks  of  brilliant 
sunshine  made  eve^j^ono  look  well  arid  happy  -all  perhaps  except  the 
farmers  and  gardeners  who  complained  bitterly  of  the  drought. 

Rainfall  was  21.3"  as  against  29.9" 

The  data  (by  courtesy  of  the  R.A.F,  West  Raynham)  are  shown  in 
Appendix  A. 

~ Vit  al  St  at  i st  ic  s - 

Births  - The  Registrar  General’ s figures  for  live  births  and 
still  births  in  the  District  during  1959  are  as  follows  :- 


Live  Births 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Legitimate 

155.(179)  . 

140(161) 

295(340) 

Illegitjjnate 

3(8) 

3 (15) 

11  (23) 

Totals 

163 

U3 

306(363) 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

3 (3) 

2 (2) 

5 (5) 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

3 

2 

5 

Totals  Live 
and  Still 
Births. 

166  (190) 

U5  (178) 

311  (368) 

Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1958 


5. 

2.  Illegitmate  .Live  Births.  3.59%  as  against  6.3%in  1958. 


3.  The  JLive_Jir th.  Rate  ~ The  crude  live  birth  rate  is  16. 5 per  1000 
of  population  as  compared  with  19*9  per  1000  in  proceeding  year*  The 
live  birth  rates  for  quinquenniwi  were  as  follows 


I25i  1956 

19.01  19.87 


mi  mi 

18.6  19.9 


19^ 

16.5 


The  live  birth  rate  for  the  year  under  review  is  the  lowest 
since  1951  . 


SQfjfQa t e^_b ir t n r at e after  application  of  the  comparability 
factors  is  18.15  per  1000  population  compared  with  21,89  in  1958  and 
with  l6.5  for  Englaiid  and  Wales. 

4*  The  Still  Birth  is  16.07  per  1000  live  and  still  births 
compared  with  13.5  in  1958. 


5 - Infant  Mortality . 

a)  The  nimber  of  deaths  among  children  under  one  year  of  age 
was  6 as  against  8 in  the  preceeding  year.  Al^  6 deaths  occured 
among  legitimate  babies. 

The  Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1000  live  births  was  19,6 
as  compared  with  22  per  1000  in  the  preceeding  year.  The  infant 
mortality  rates  during  the  past  quinquennium  were  as  follows 

mi  1256  125Z_  1258  19^ 

29.5  11.5  18.3  22  19.6 

0)  The  legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  legitimate  births 
was  19.6  (as  above)  . 

8)-  Illegitimate  infant  mortality  - Nil 

Neo— natal  Mortality  Rate  i.o.the  deaths  under  4 weeks  per 
1000  total  live  births  was  13.06^  four  infants  (3  male,  1 female)  having 
died  at  that  age.  The  rate  for  1958  was  11.0  per  1000  live  births. 

f)  Early  noo-natal  Mortality  Rate  i.e,  infant  deaths  under 
one  week  correspond  exactly  with  the  neo-natal  deaths  and  the  rate  is 
therefore  the  same  - 13.06, 


g)  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  - This  represents  the  ratio 
between  still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1000  total 
live  and  still  births  and  is  28.9 

6.  liaternal  Ilortality  - Nil 

T * Deaths  from  all  causey. 

a)  The  nniber  of  deaths  at  all  ages  recorded  by  the  Registrar 
Gereral  was  215  ( 90  males,  125  females)  as  compared  v;ith  209  (108  males, 
101  females)  in  the  preceeding  year.  The  causes  of  death  are  shovm 

in  the  Statement  at  Appendix  B,  It  will  be  noted  that  there  are  no 
major  differences  to  record  with  the  possibile  exception  of  the  rise 
in  the  number  of  females  deaths  from  diabetes,  and  in  the  number  of 
deaths  in  both  sexes  from  pneumonia.  Although  the  total  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  has  risen  from  37  to  41,  the  percentage  this 
represents  of  the  total  deaths  is  lower,  10,2  as  against  16,6, 

b)  The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  11. 6l  per  1000  population  compared 
with  11,4  in  the  preceeding  year,  18.6  in  1957,12,6  in  1956  and  11.35  in 

1955. 


c)The  Corrected  death  rate  after  appliGa.tion  of  the 
comparability  Tacilor  ‘XDT54T”i~ 9.75  per  1000  population  as  compared 
with  9.12,  in  1958  and  with  11,6  for  England  and  Wales. 
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- Conmunicable  Diseases  - 

(l)  The  number  of  conmunicable  diseases  notified  rose  from  71  in  'the 
preceding  year  to  302,  Thus:- 


Measles 

283 

(52) 

VJho oping  Cough 

- 

( 2) 

Pneumonia 

9 

( 1) 

T.B.  - Pulmonary 

5 

(10) 

T-.B.  - Non -Pulmonary 

- 

( 2) 

Jaundice 

- 

( 2) 

Meningitis 

- 

( 1) 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

( -) 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

( -) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

( 1) 

MI 

(2)  Measles  - It 'will  be  noted  that  measles  was  mainly  responsible 
for  the  increase  in  incidence.  Cases  occurred  throughout  the  year, 
sporadically  in  the  oarlly  part, with  sharp  rises  in  March  and  April  (55), 

May  (31)  and  June  (25), and  again  in  late  July  and  August  (94)  tailing  off 
to  38  cases  in  September  and  6 in  October,  12  in  Heacham  in  November  and 
one  in  Snettisham  in  December.  The  first  outbreak  was  mainly  in  the 
Syderstone,  Rudham  and  Bircham  Parishes,  particularly  among  R.A.F,  families* 
The  second  was  associated  with  an  outbreak  in  Wells,  the  greater  number  of 
cases  occurring  in  Docking  and  Sedgeford. 

, The  age  group  principally  affected  was  the  school  age  (81  males: 

79  females) , With  the  exception  of  11  cases  in  the  10-14  ^ge  group  and  one 
in  the  15  - 24.  age  gioup,  the  remainder  were  all  of  pre-school  age*  Boys 
and  girls  were  almost  equally  affected  (142  boys:  I4I  girls). 

(3)  ^berculosis  - Six  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
originally  notified  but  the  diagnosis  in  one  case  was  not  confirmed*  The 
sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  dasos  and  their  localities  were  as  follows:- 


Female 

- 18 

years 

old 

- Snettisham 

Male 

- 25 

I! 

ti 

- Burnham  Overy  Staithe 

tt 

- 3 '6 

li 

It 

- Heacham 

!t 

- 52 

It 

It 

- Sedgeford 

tt 

- 75 

ti 

It 

- Heacham. 

Four  further  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  as  ’'transfers” 
into  the  Area.  The  Tuberculosis  Register  bjr  the  end  of  the  year  showed  a 
small  increase  in  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  cases,  thus:- 


Pulnonarv 

Non-Pulmenarv 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

35  (32) 

20  (22) 

L 

3 ( 3) 

6(8) 

55  (52) 

9 (11) 

. ' . 1 , , . 
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B»C.G.  Vaccination  - This  programne  was  carried  out  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year.  Children  in  their  13th  & 14th  years  were  included,  as 
were  also  the  staff  of  Westgate  Hall  at  Burnhan  Market.  The  nunber  tested 
and  Vaccinated  was  as  follows: - 


Tuberculin 

Tested 

1 Positive 

P 

Vaccinated  j 

Hunstanton  Sec. Mod. 

121 

38 

[ 

82  1 

Dersingham  Sec. Mod, 

42 

16 

38fo 

25 

B.  Market  School, 

28 

3 

10.7% 

25 

N,  Creake  School. 

3 

1 

33.3% 

2 

Westgate  Hall. 

8 

6 

75% 

2 

202 

64 

31.6% 

136 

The  percentage  of  positive  reactors  is  higher  than  that  in  other 
districts  in  the  Area.  Strongly  positive  reactors  were  referred  to  Chest 
Physicians  for  further  investigation,  A request  has  been  made  for  a Mass 
X-ray  Survey* 

The  percentage  of  acceptances  was  80^  at  Hunstanton  and  in  the 
seventies  in  the  other  Schools. 

(4)  Scarlet  Fever  - The  five  cases  notified  wore  entirely  unconnected. 

One  each  occurred  in  Birchan  Newton,  East  Rudhan,  West  Rudhain,  Heacham  and 
North  Creake.  Three  were  of  school  age,  one  of  pre-school  age  and  the  other, 
the  only  boy,  in  his  ’teens. 

(5)  Pneunonia  - Nine  cases  were  notified,  of  which  five  occurred  in 
the  Rudhans  and  were  diagnosed  as  virus  pneumonia. 

(6)  Poliomyelitis  - There  was  again  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  this  year. 
The  programme  of  vaccinatLon  was  continued  throughout  the  year  and  with  the 
excellent  co-operation  of  General  Medical  Practitioners  and  R,A,F,  Medical 
Officers,  nearly  14,000  injections  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  of  which 
3,668  were  carried  out  in  this  District.  These  included  all  categories 
authorised  but  especially  children  of  school  age  and  expectant  mothers.  The 
only  disappointing  category  was  the  a.dolescent  group  whose  numbers  rose  to 

276  after  the  death  of  a popular  young  footballer  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
and  dwindled  to  some  27  at  the  end  of  the  year, 

Si^ce  the  inception  of  the  progra.mme,  nearly  11,000  persons  have  been 
protected  with  two  doses  and  7,800  with  tbnree  doses,  in  the  Area. 

(7)  Diphtheria  - This  is  the  ninth  year  in  succession  that  no  case  of 
diphtheria  has  occurred.  This  is  most  satisfactory  but  it  also  carries  the 
risk  of  lulling  everybody  into  a false  sense  of  security,  thereby  neglecting 
to  maintain  immunity  at  a high  standard  by  vaccinations  and  boosters  at  the 
appropriate  time.  As  a matter  of  routine  , infants  are  given  Triple  vaccine 
(against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus)  at  their  3rd,  4'th  & 5th  months 
of  age  and  boosters,  if  possible,  at  3 years  of  age  and  5 or  6 years  of  age. 

The  schools  "booster"  programme  has  suffered  during  the  past  two  or  three  years 
owing  to  the  priority  given  to  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  programme  but  it  is 
now  hoped  to  catch  up  on  this.  There  was  also  a period  during  the  summer 
months  when  immunisation  with  combined  antigens  was  discouraged.  Despite 
these  handicaps,  an  appreciably  larger  nunber  of  immunisations  against 
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diphtheria  were  carried  out,  either  singly. or  in  conbination  with  other 
antigens,  than  in  the  preceding  year,  Thuss- 


Antigen 

Used 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

15  + 

Totals 

Area  1 Dist. 

Area 

Distoi 

Area 

Dist. 

Area 

Dist. 

Area 

Dist, 

"Triple"  j HO 

, Hp/ Pert/ Te’t anu^lAO) 

40 

372 

(70) 

158 

11 
( -) 

1 

(~) 

- 

493 

(216) 

199 

Dip/Pert« 

(78) 

- 

9 

(50) 

1 

( ") 

- 

(:) 

2 

9 

L_lioa) 

3 

Dip/ Tetanus 

_ . 

- 

5 

(-) 

1 

(I) 

- 

(-) 

- 

5 

..  (3), 

1 

Diphtheiia 

(12) 

- 

1 

LlL 

1 

2 

(1}_ 

- 

(-) 

- 

3 

(18) 

1 

• Totals  .0.0,  510  • 204 

^ (3151: 

Figures'  in  brackets  relate  to  preceding  year 
District  figures  not  available  for  1958. 

(8)  Tetanus  - Although  it  has  not  been  shorn  on  the  list  of  "coirnnunicable” 
diseases  at  the  beginning  of  this  Section  of  the  Report,  a case  was  "notified” 
in  November  in  a woman  of  47  from  Stanhoe.  The  infection  followed  a dog  bite 
on  the  foot  and  was  unfortunately  fatal.  

The  occurrence  of  this  and  of  a few  other  cases  in  this  part  of 
Norfollc  has  caused  unjustifiable'  alarm  and  given  the  County  a notoriety  with 
regard-to'  the  incidence  of  tetanus  which  it  does  not  deserve.  Nevertheless, 
in  a predominantly  agricultural  Country,  it  is-  imprudent  for-  all  those  whose  " 
work,  or  pleasure,  are  associated  with  the  soil,  not  to  get  protected  by 
immunisation  which  confers  an  effective  degree  of  protection  for  five  years 
and,  at  most,  needs  only  a small  booster  in  emergency  or,  after  five  years 
have  elapsed.  The  trouble  is  that  many  people  still  confuse  immunisation  by 
the  vaccine  (Tetanus  Toxoid)  with  the  antitoxin  given  in  emergency  to 
unprotected  persons,  namely  the  Antitetanic  Serum  (ATS)  which  confers  no 
active  immunity.  Its  effectiveness  is,  in  fact,  of  very  short  duration  and 
is  only  useful  for  imnediate-  treatment  in  persons  who  have  not  been  immunised. 

Those  who  have  been  :imiannised  do  not  need  antitetanic  serum. 

As  will  be  noted  from  the  tabulated  statement  under  "Diphtheria"  above, 
tetanus  inmimisation  is  now  given  as  a matter  of  routine  to  infants  today, 
in  the  form  of  "Triple"  vaccine..  It  is  also  combined,  when  required,  with 
Diphtheria  vaccination  alone  or  administered  singly.  Indeed  since  the 
occurrence  of  the  cases  of  tetanus  referred  to  above,  there  has  been  an 
increasing  demand  for  immunisation  which  should  certainly  be  sought  by 
persons  of  all  ages,  from  their  Family  Doctors. 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  immunisations  against  tetanus  - either 
singly  or  in  combination  with  other  antigens,  was  as  follows:- 


Antigen 

Used 

Under  1 

1.-4 

5-14 

15  + 

Totals 

Area 

Dist. 

Area 

Dist. 

Area 

Dist. 

Area 

Dist. 

Area 

Dist. 

Tetanus 

Toxoid 

3 

1 

85 

23 

109 

28 

197 

23 

394 

s 

75 

"Triple" 

110 

40 

372 

158 

11 

1 

- 

- 

493 

199 

Dip/Tetanus 

- 

- 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

1 

Totals 

113 

41 



462 

182 



120 

29 

197 

23 

892 

275 

(9)  Brucella  Abortus  Infection  - Intination  was  received  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  in  August,  that  a conposite  sample  of  raw  milk 
(tuberculin  tested)  taJcen  in  the  Heachan  Area,  on  23rd  June,  was  found 

on  examination  to  be  infected  with  Brucella  Abortus.  Biological  examination 
of  milk  samples  from  each  of  the  four  herds  concerned  and  subsequently  of 
'each  cow,  finally  .revealed  the  source  of  infection  in  one  cow  which  was 
slaughtered.  Meanx^hile,  restrictions  were  imnodiately  placed  on  the  sale 
of  nilic,  other  than'  pasteurised  milk  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  all  but 
one  herd  had  been  satisfactorily  cleared  and  the  restrictions  imposed  were 
withdrawn.  . .. 

(10)  Snallpox_and  C hick enoox  - Twelve  cases  of  ohiekonpox  were  reported 
from  Schools  at  Burnham  Overy,  Burnham  Market,  Syderstone  and  Hunstanton. 

As  chickenpox  is  not. notifiable  it  is  not  always  clear  if  the  disease  has 
been  diagnosed  by  a Doctor.  In  these  days  of  fast  air  travel  from  many 
countries  where  the  disease  is  endemic,  to  this  Countrj^  where  the  standard 
of  protection  by  vaccination  is  low,  these  cases  cause  some  concern. 

Meanwhile,  smallpox  vaccination  is  losing  some  of  its  terrors  but  most 
people  still  need  a lot  of  persuasion  to  have  their  children  protected.  The 
number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  was  as  follows;- 


Under  Ivr. 

Ivr. 

2-4  vrs. 

6-14  vrs. 

15.  ■ + 

Totals 

Area 

Dist. 

Area 

Dist, 

Area 

Dist. 

Area 

Dist. 

Area 

Dist. 

Area. 

Dist. 

Primal^’' 

301 

122 

40 

10 

27 

6 

15 

7 

34 

17 

417 

162 

i 

1 Re-vacc. 

- 

1 

- 

10 

5 

17 

3 

63 

17 

91 

25 

1 Totals 

301 

122 

41 

10 

37 

11 

32 

10 

97 

34 

508 

187 

(11)  German  Measles  - A number  of  cases  were  ’’notified”  by  schools  from 
Ringstead  and  Sedgeford.  When  this  disease  afflicts  women  during  their  first 
three  or  four  months  of  pregnancy,  their  babies  may  be  born  with  extremely 
serious  congenital  defects.  It  would  therefore  seem  advisable  that  the 
disease  should  be  made  notifiable  so  that  it  nay  be  properly  recognised  and 
controlled. 

(12)  Mumps  - This  is  .another  disease  with  unpleasant,  if  not  serious, 
potentialities,  to  adult  males  \dio  have  not  had  it  in  childhood.  A number 
of  cases  were  reported  by  schools  from  Ringstead  and  Sedgeford  without  any 
unfortunate  consequences.  But  it  would  seem  advisable  that  this  disease  also 
should  be  brought  under  better  control. 
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-Environment al  Hyg;iene- 

In  his  report  in  Part  II,  J-Ir.  Jenkins,  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector,  has  dealt  in  detail  with  the  many  public  services  provided 
by  the  Council  and  also  with  housing. 

Slum  Glearance.lt  is  a very  great  pity  that  no  further 
progress  has  been  made  since  last  year  in  the  slim  clearance  programme  and 
that  there  are  still  a large  number  of  Parishes  which  have  to  be  surveyed. 
HousD-ng  has  an  immeasurable  influence  on  the  mental  as  well  as  on  physical 
health  of  the  people  and  although  much  has  been  done  since  the  war,  there  is 
still  much  to  be  done  to  ensure  that  families  condemned  to  life  in 
substandard  accommodation  in  houses  or  caravans  can  hope  for  an  improvement  in 
their  environment  for  themselves  and  their  children.  It  seems  incongrous  in 
these  days  of  unpar ailed  prosperity  that  a new  housing  policy  cannot  be 
devised  by  Government  to  give  fresh  impetus  to  this  serious  problem  and  to 
ensure  that  all  slums  are  cleared,  that  no  permanent  caravan  dwellers  exist 
and  that  young  married  couples  have  a reasonable  prospect  of  setting  up  a 
home  on  their  own. 


As  will  be  noted,  there  were  205  applicants  on  the 
list  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year,  only  18  houses  were  built 
during  the  year  and  ii^provempnt  grants  have  done  little  to  relieve  the 
urgency  .of  the  housing  problem 

Disposa.1,  of  wastes-  Although  it  is  gratifying  that  four 
more  Parishes  were  brought  into  the  Council  disposal  scheme,  this  still  leaves 
19  out  of  30  Parishes  without  an^''  service  at  all.  There  seems  little  prospect  of 
improvement  in  this  unsatisfactory  situation  "until  the  new  .Burnham  market  sewerage 
scheme' has  been  completed  and  this  is  still  in  the  planning  stage.  Every  possible 
advanatge  should  be  talien  by  the  Council  of  facilities  offered  by  Government  to 
instal  yillage_  sewerage  schemes  which  are  becoming  increasingly  necessary  with  the 
greater  use  of  domestic  water  services. 

With  regard  to  household  refuse,  I wholly  agree  with  Mr. 
Jenkin's  recommendation  that  a nininam  weekly  service  should  be  given  to 
householders  throug'nout  the’  District.  ' ■ - 

The  Sy'derstone  Defuse  Pit-  This  pit,  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  endless  complaints,  has  been  docla,red  to  have  a "life'*  of  only  one 
year  for  its  present  use,  but  the  problem  of  the  disposal  of  the  exceot ion ally 
large  ■yolune  of  refuse  from  the  Sculthorpe  Base  has  not  yet  been  solved  as  no 
alternative  means  of  disposal  has  been  decided  on. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  Act  ,,.19'58-  Action  is. being  taken  to 
implement  the  rcq_uirements  of  this  Act  and  to  prepare  the  required  report. 
Meanwhile  the  importance  of  slaughtering  aid  inspection  under  good  conditions  nay 
be  guaged  by  the  state' lent  on  Meat  Inspection  on  page  19  of  Mr.  Jenkin's  report. 
The  proportion  of.  cattle  slp-ughtored  ^^rhich  was  affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  rose  from  15/3  to  23M.  There  has,  on  the  other  hand,  been  a very 
welcomo  decline  in  the  percentage  of  cattle  infected  with  tuberculosis  but  the 
disease  is  not  '-et  completei''  eradicated  and  the  greatest  of  vigilance 
continues  to  be  necessary, 

Iia'u er  S ervic c s-  These  have  been  satisfactory  and  adequate 
throug.'iout  the  yoar,  Mr.  Drysdale's  annual  report  has  been  included  as  Part  III 
of  this  report  aid  reference  to  the  sannling  carric-d  out  is  made  in  para.L^t  of 
Mr.  Jenkin's  report.  Suiaiaries  of  the  bacteriological  examiaations  ca.rried  out 
are  shoi/ffi  in  Appendix  C, 


APPEiiDIX 


f 

JTi.  • 


- GLEIATIC  DATii  ~ 


Mean 

Daily 

Maximum 

Terio . 

Moan 

Daily 

Minim 

Tenn. 

;um 

Moan 

Daily 

Temp, 

Total 

rainfall 

finches) 

Moan 

Relative 

Humidity 

January 

3S.0 

(40.4) 

29.8 

(32.7) 

33.9 

(36.5) 

3.33 

(2.90) 

91.25 

(90.5) 

February 

43.9 

(44*  4) 

34.3 

(35.6) 

39.1 

(39.8) 

0.26 

(4.00) 

89.5 

(87.5) 

Plarch 

50.6 

(43.3) 

38.4 

(32.3) 

44.5 

(37.8) 

1.22 

(1.22) 

85.75 

(84.5) 

April 

55.7 

(50.4) 

42.1 

(38.0) 

48.9 

(44.2) 

1.64 

(1.04) 

78.5 

(78,5) 

May 

59.B 

(60.0) 

44.7 

(44.4) 

52.3 

(52.2) 

0.93 

(2.93) 

77.0 

(77.25) 

June 

68.2 

(63.2) 

49.5 

(48.7) 

58.9 

(59.5) 

1.01 

(2.26) 

70.75 

(84.3) 

July 

72.6 

(67.6) 

53.9 

(52.8) 

63.3 

(60.2) 

3.16 

(4.00) 

74.75 

(83.00) 

August 

71.5 

(68.0) 

55.3 

(53.3) 

63.4 

(60.7) 

1.39 

(2.15) 

77,25 

(84.8) 

September 

68.2 

(65.1) 

49.7 

(52.6) 

58.9 

(58.9) 

.09 

(2.57) 

76.75 

(85.5) 

October 

63.1 

(56.5) 

46.0 

(45.9) 

54.5 

(51.9) 

2.23 

(2.27) 

83.5 

(88.3) 

November 

4S.5 

(47.7) 

38.6 

(40.0) 

43.5 

(43.9) 

1.79 

(1.62) 

90.5 

(93.0) 

December 

45.4 

(43.7) 

38,6 

(35.6) 

42.0 

(38.7) 

4.25 

(2.98) 

92.5 

(94.8) 

Figuros  in  brackets  denote  preceding  year’s  figures. 
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A??E?jDIX 

B, 

CAUSES  OE  DEATHS. 

». 

I 

: Males 

i 1 

j 

Females  | 

1 

Totals  i 

1,  Tuborculosis,  respiratory 

■ i 

' - (-)  : 

j 

l(-)  1 

1 (-) 

2,  ” other 

' - ! 

-(-) 

- (-) 

: '3.  Other  inefective  diseases  . 

-(1) 

- (1) 

I 4»  Caxicor  -Stomach, 

' 7 (4)  ! 

-(4)  i 

7 (8)  j 

; 5*  " ~ Lmigs  A Bronchi 

2 (3) 

1(1)  ! 

j 

3 (4)  1 

j 6,  ” - breast 

8 (5)  1 

8 (5)  1 

1 

' 7*  ” - uterus 

1 (2)  1 

1 (2)  j 

S.  " - other  forms. 

^ 8 (8) 

U (10)  j 

22(18) 

i 

1 9,  Leulcaenia 

' i(-) 

- (1)  j 

1' 

1 (1)  j 

jlO,  Diabetic 

1 ( -)  ,, 

5(1)  i 

6 (1)  j 

ill.  Vascular  lesions,  nervous  systei 

1 13  (12) 

13(17) 

i 

26(29)  i 

|l2.  Coronary  disease  of  hoart 
j 

:1S  (18) 

16(14.) 

I 

34(32)  } 

1 

■13,  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- (1) 

2 (-) 

2(1)  1 

i 

(14,  Other  diseases  of  the  heart 

,10(17) 

1 

16(13) 

26(30) 

;15,  Other  diseases  of  the  circulation 5.(11) 

i ' 

11(7) 

16(18) 

16,  Influenza 

-(2) 

5(-) 

5(2)  i 

1 

:17,  Pneumonia 

5(3) 

8(2) 

13(5)  ■! 

1 

Bronchitis, 

4(4) 

4(1) 

8(5)  j 

‘19*  Other  respiratory  diseases 

-(2) 

-(-) 

-(2)  1 

i20.  Ulcers,  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

-(-) 

-(1) 

-(1)  1 

1 

‘21,  Gastritis  and  diarrhoea 
) 

-(1) 

-(1)  ^ 

1 

'22,  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2(-) 

1(1) 

3(1) 

23,  Pro static  enlargement 

2(2) 

-(-) 

2(2) 

1 

i24.  Pregnancy  and  childbirth 

-(-) 

-(-)  i 

li 

25,  Oongenital  malformations 

l(-) 

-(1) 

1(1)  i 

126,  Other  diseases 

5(15) 

14(14) 

19(29)  1 

i 27*  Motor  accidents. 

4(3) 

-(-) 

4(3) 

: 

1 28,  All  other  accidents 

1(2) 

5(5) 

6(7) 

129*  Suicide, 

1(1) 

-(-) 

1(1)  j 

1 Totals  j 

90(108) 

125(101) 

1 

215(209)  f 

i' 
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APPEilDK  G. 


Report  on  Bacteriological  exarJjiation  of  samples  of  water 

taken  during  year. 


Parish 

Bircham,  Gt. 
Greake,  North 
Docking 
Fring 
Heacham 

Ho Ine-next-S e a 

Houghton 

Hunstanton 

Ringstead 

Rudham,  East 

Sedgefcrd 


Public  Supply 
Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory. factory. 

9 

3 

7 

8 

15  1 


12 

5 

1 

6 


Priyate  Sources 

jieUa). 


Sati3>- 

factory. 


Unsatis- 

factory. 


1 

1 


Totals 


66 


1 


2 


2 


14. 


-AP?EiE)IX  D, 


Source  and 

Date  of  sample.  \ 

G-t,  3 ire  ham  Public 
Supply. 

15^6.59. 

Fring  Public  Supply 

10.  115.  7.59. 

‘Appearance.  i 

f 

G J.ear . 

Clear 

'Nature  of  deposit,  ; 

f 

Nil. 

Nil 

4-0  lour.  ) 

‘ * 

; j jLI  • 

1 

Nil 

:Reacation.  i 

1 i 

Noutral. 

Neutral. 

■Odour.  j 

Nil. 

i'i  il 

;Taste,  1 

I 1 

Satisfactory, 

I 

Satisfactory 

iArmonical  Nitro  -nn. 

Negligible 

■negligible  trace. 

i 

trace. 

1 

'Albuninoid  Nitrogen  ; 

Negligible 

0.02. 

trace. 

‘Nitrate  Nitrogen  ■ 

1 1 

f 

i i 

13.5 

12. 

■Nitrite  Nitrogen 
j i 

Nil. 

\ 

1 

Nil. 

jchlorine  as  Chlorides,  i 

j ! 

28. 

* 

28. 

i Total  Hardness. 

i ! 

1 

260. 

275. 

' Temporary  Hardness.  ^ 

185. 

190. 

Permanent  Hardness.  i 

i 

75. 

35. 

Fluoride, 

less  than  0.05. 

I 

_ less...than„0.05.., 

Opinion.:-' 

TliG  wator  fron  both  soarplos  ic  of  good  organic  quality  and  thero  is 
no  clienical  evidonce  of  pollution,  c...  The  clarity,  odour  and  taste  of  tho 
sanplos  are  sa,tisfactory  and  in  our  opinion  the  wa-ter  is  suitable  for  drinking 
and  gernoral  purposes. 


(Sgd)  Lincoln  Sutton  and  Wood  Ltd. 


15. 

. APPEM).IX  E. 

Factories  Acts  1937~59 . 

Annual  Report  for  1959  under  Section  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act, 1937. 

Part  I 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  nado  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 


i'iUi'iber 

on 

Rogister 


..  Nunbor  of  

■Inspections'  Written  Occupiers 
' notices  prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  ^ 1,2,3, 
G are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities. 

19 

» 

i 16 
\ 

. V A.; 

1 

2 

1 

: i 

i 

! ' 

1 

i 

, . -Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  is  enforced  by 

The  Local  Authorties 

59 

t 

1 

44 

1 

! 6 

1 

1 i 

i ; 

I ! 

(iii)  Other  preraises  in  which  ^ ' 
isenforced  by  the  L.A. 
(excluding  out-workers 
oremises) 

7.  . • 

' n/a 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

; ! 

Totals 

: 78 

60 

i 

I s 

1 1 

1 ; 

1 — ^ 
i ; 

2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  foaond:-  1 

Particulars  Nuraber  of  cases 

were  found 

in  which  defects 

[ 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Found  Remedied 

(1) 

(2)_ (3) 

Referred 

To  H.M.  ; By.H.M. 
Inspector  (Inspector 
..(51 

prosecutions 
were  iistituted 

(6)  . ..  . 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  - 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  - 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  ~ 

.. . cs,a)  - . . _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  - ■ 

(S.A) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  - 

floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  4 - 
(a)  Insufficient 

3 ; 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  6 , 

5 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  - ' 

sexes  ' 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  10 

8 

- 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


Outworkers  -Nil 
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P_A„R_T II 


THE  REPORT  OF 

PR.  W.B. JERKINS,  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR, 
DOCKII'JG  RURAL  DIS'TRICT  COUl-ICIL. 
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!•  InsTpections  & Visits* 

The  nuiiber  of  inspections  and  visits  made  in  connection 
with  the  various  branches  of  public  health  work  during  the  year  are  as 
follows:- 

Inspections  cooing  within  the  purview  of  the  Public  Health 

Act,  1936,  for  the  abatenent  of  nuisances,  in  connection 
with  water  supplies,  drainage  work,  building  byol"ws, 

sewerage  and  sewer  ditches,  dirty  and  veroinous  prenises,  etc 363 


Housing  repairs,  slao  clearance,  Disrepair  Certificates  etc 263 

Inprovenent  Grants,  Discretionary  and  standard 253 

Adninistration  of  Public  Cleansing  Schemes 1050 

Food  Prenises  for  food  inspection,  food  byelaws. 

Food  Hygiene  Regu  lations  including  icocreaa  prenises 266 

Shop  Act  requirements 100 

Factories  Acts  ,.o  ......  o ..  60 

Control  of  Hoveable  Dwellings  129 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Posts  Act,  1949- - 11 

Supervision  of  public  conveniences 60 

Plilk  and  Dairies  Regulations.  3 

Slaughterhouses  and  butchers’  shops  for  neat  inspection 1942 


2,  HOT ICES  (a)  Preliminary-  The  following  preliminary  notices  were 

served,  requiring  the  provisions  of  the  various  Acts  and  Regulations  to 
be  complied  with 


Housing  Acts,  1936-1957 13 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  24 

ilillc  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 1 

Factories  Act,  1937 8 

Shops  Act,  1950 2 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 1949* ••  2 

Clean  Air  Act,  1959... 1. 


(b)  Statutory-  The  Council  authorised  the  serving  of  eight 
statutory  notices  under  the  Housing  Act, 1957,  to  secure  repairs  to  eight 
houses. 

The  Colne il  carried  out  the  work  to  one  house  in  default 
of  the  owner,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  time  limits  given  in  the 
notices  in  repect  of  the  other  seven  had  not  expired. 

3*  H0USII\tG  (a)  Slum  Clearance  - The  work  of  re-housing  persons  from  houses  in 
Clearance  Aroa.s  and  from  individual  unfit  houses,  was  continued  throughout 
the  year,  the  number  of  families  ro-«Jaousod  being  seven* 

No  surveys  of  the  parishes  not  already  dealt  with, 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  the  following  parishes  remain  to  bo  dealt 
with  for  slum  clearance  purposes:- 

Snottisham,  Ingoldisthorpe,  Brancastor,  Brancaster  Staithe,  Hoiie, 
Thornham.,  Titchwell,  Bircham,  Syderstone,  Stanhoo  and  the  remaining 
SLialler  parishes  such  as  Bagthorpe  ate. 


18 


(b)  NewjHouses-Diiring  the  year  18  Council  Houses  were  built  and  45  were 
erected  by  private  enterprise. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  205  applicants  on  the  list  for  Council  Houses, 

(c)  IfiPROVEilENT  G-RAI'iTS  D ISCRET lONARY  GRAI^ITS ; ~ 

No,  applicants  received  - 25 

" " approved  - 19 

" " refused  - 6 

” houses  improved  - 36 

” tenants  houses  improved  - 26 

" owner/ occupied  " - 10, 

Standar  Grants-  In  July,  a new  form  of  Inprovenpnt  Grant  was  introduced. 

This  new  grant  simplified  the  procedure  of  applying  for  grants, 
and  gave  house-owners  the  right  to  claim  the  grant  provided  the  conditions 
contained  in  the  Act  were  complied  with.  The  grants  were  specially  intended 
to  help  in  the  modernisation  of  houses  which  could  be  equipped  with  the  five 
standard  amenities,  viz:  bath, hand  basin,  hot  water  supply,  W,C,,  and  food 
storage  facilities,  without  the  nedessity  for  much  structural  alterations  of 
the  property. 


The  grant  undoubtedlj^  served  a useful  purpose,  but  perhaps  one 
drawback  to  it  was  the  fact  that  applicants  were  received  from  owners  of  houses 
which  were  nothing  more  than  ’’holiday  houses”,  and  which  were  occupied  for 
only  short  periods,  the  house  remaining  unused  for  the  greater  part  of  the  tine. 

In  such  cases,  provided  the  conditions  were  complied  with,  the 
Council  could  use  no  discretion  in  the  matter,  and  a grant  had  to  be  given. 


No, 

n 

It 

II 


Standard  Grant  applications  received 
” ” ” approved 

” ” ” refused 

” ” ” withdrawn 


49 

46 

1 

2 


4 .FOOD  HIEMISES; 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  appear  to  have 
varied  only  slightly  from  last  year,  and  the  estLnated  numbers  of  the  various 
types  of  premises  are  as  follows:- 


Grocers  and  General  Stores 

120 

Butchers 

19 

Fish  Fryers 

8 

Restaurants  and  cafes 

20. 

Licensed  Premises 

65 

Licensed  Slaughterhouses 

12 

School  Canteens 

17 

Poultry  Pluckers 

3 

Bakehouses 

15 

The  numbers  of  food  premises  requiring  re'gistration  under  Section  l6 
of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  number  of  dairies  registered  under 
Milk  aG  I Dairies  Regulations,  are  as  follows:- 

Ice  Cream  Premises  79 

Meat  Preserving  Premises  19 
Dairies  11» 

5.  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS. 1955, 

The  work  of  inspecting  food  premises  under  these  Regulations 
continued  throughout  the  year,  and  266  inspections  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

The  Council  took  successful  legal  proceedings  against  a 
bakery  firm  situated,  outside  their  district  for  contravention  of  these 
Regulations, 
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6*  lilSCELLiUMEOUS  FOODSTUFFS 

Quantities  of  foodstuffs  ute,  frou  tir.ie  to  tinOy  reported 
by  tradespeople  as  being  in  need  of  iaspection,  before  they  con  be  offered  for  sale 
to  the  Public. 

As  a result  of  these  inspections,  the  following  articles  were 
condeimed  as  unfit  for  consuiiptions- 

53  tins  of  canned  vegetables  and  vegetable  soups, 

22  tins  of  canned  noat  and  fish, 

3 tins  of  canned  riiUc. 

296  lbs.  of  niscellaneous  foodstuffs. 

7.  ICE  CREAIl  . 

Twelve  samples  of  icecream  were  taken  from  retailers  for 
bacteriological  examination  for  cleanliness. 

The  samples  were  of  well-known  proprietorj-  brands,  and  all 
were  Grade  1,  which  is  satisfactory, 

8.  I-iBlT  I1^~SPPGTI0N. 

Routine  neat  inspection  at  the  12  licensed  slaughterhouses  in 
the  district,  was  carried  out  during  the  year 

As  usual  this  took  up  a considerable  amount  of  the  tine  of  the 
Health  Department  Staff,  and  1942  visits  wore  Tiade  for  this  purpose. 

Details  of  the  carcases  inspected  and  neat  conder.ined  are  shown 
on  the  table  below? - 

There  were  32  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council,  engaged  in 
slaughtering  work  in  the  Council’s  district, 

C ARCASES  INSPECTED  CONDK-fTED 


CATTLE. 

CALVES 

SHEEP  & 
LAi'iES 

PIGS 

Nur.iber  killed. 

1130 

16 

1559 

3623 

Number  Inspected 

1114 

12 

1322 

3503 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcase  condemned. 

NIL 

NIL 

3 

11 

Carcases’  of  which  some  part 

was  condemned 

257 

2 

10 

170 

Percentage  of  the  Number 
inspected  affected  with 
Disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis. 

23.07 

l6.6 

0.98 

5.16 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  Carcases  condermed 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

was  condemned 

35 

NIL 

NIL 

100 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 

3.32. 

NIL 

. NIL 

2.85 

Tuberculosis 

Cysticercus  Bovis, 

7 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  AnLmals  killed 
which  were  insoected. 


98.58 


75.00 


84.79 


96.68 


9 


PUBLIC  GIEMSING. 


(a)  CESSPOOL  & LAVATORY  PAIL  Sj.pTYBIG.  During  the  year,  the 
work  of  lavatory  pail  emptying  was  continued  on  the  followin.g  parishes:- 

Heachaia  (.in  parts  only)  jSnettishar.i;  Ringsteadj  Burnhan  Market; 

Burnhan  Overy;  vSouth  Creake  2c  Docking. 

In  August  the  Parishes  of  East  and  West  Rudhar;.,  Syderstone  and 
Sedgeford  were  brought  into  the  Scheme  when  an  additional  vehicle  was  put 
into  service. 

V/here  the  Council  has  no  pail  emptying  scheme  in  operation,  the 
disposal  of  nightsoil  is  carried  out  by  the  householders  themselves. 

Cesspool  emptying  was  carried  out  ii  all  the  parishes  in  the 
district,  four  free  emptyings  a year  being  given  if  necessary, 

A summary  of  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  in  this  respect  is 
as  follows:- 

iJumber  of  emptyings  given  ' - private  houses  1435 

" " " " - Council  " 433 

In  a/Idition  to  work  of  cesspool  emptying,  the  6 men  and  3 
vehicles  were  also  engaged  on  the  collection  of  nightsoil 'from  the  11 
villages  mentioned  above  . 

The  estimated  annual  cost  of  cesspool  and  lavatory  pail 
emptying,  as  allowed  for  in  the  estimates  for  1959/60  was  £8921, 

(b)  REFUSE  COLLECTION.  The' collection  of  house  refuse  from  all 
the'  parishes  in  ths  district  was  maintained  during  the  year. 

Heachan,  Snettisham  and  Ringstead  were  given  weekly  collections, 
and  ths  other  parishes  were  given  roughly  a 12  day  collection,'  except 
when  public  holidays  and  shortage  of  staff,  etc,  made  this  impossible. 

All  caravan  sites  and  beach  properties  'in  Heachom  and  Snettisham 
were  given  a weekly  service. 

Four  machines  and  12  men  are  engaged  on  this  work,  with  anotner 
vehicle  and  2 men  ouplo:yed  part-time  on  refuse  collection  and  the  other 
part  on  pail  work. 

There  were  not  many  serious  complaints  received  during  the  year 
regarding  the  refuse  collection  service,  but,  despite  this,  a weekly 
collection  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  minimum  service  that  should  be  given  to 
householders  ti"-:’6ughbut  the  district.  ' 

"The  disposal,  of  refuse  has  .been  by  crude  tipping,  in  the  13 
refuse  pits  in  the  district.  Some  of  those  pits  may  not,  at  tines, 
present  a pleasing  appearance,  but  they  do  not  appear  to  be  detrimental 
to  public  health,'  as  they  are  not  in  close  proximity  to  any  habitations. 

The  Cost  of  refuse  collection,  as  alloVed  for  in  the  1959/60 
estimates  was  £8616. 

(°)  SALVAGE , Salvageable  materia.1,  -including  rags, metal 

and  bones,  was  recovered  by  the  refuse  collectors  when  practicable  to  do 
so.  This  was  sold  by  the  Council,  half  the  value  going  to  the 
collectors  as  a salvage  bonus.  Va.lue  of  the  salvage  collected  during  the 
year  was  £134»7.0, 

10.  SEl'JERAGE . To  obviate  flooding  which  was  running  during  heavy  rainfalls 
at  Common  Road,  Snettisham,  a length  of  subsidiary  sewer, approx.  400  yards, 
xms  provided  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Rural  District  Council  and  the 
County  Council. 

Apart  from  the  coriplotion  of  connections  to  the  Heacham  sewer,  no 
other  work  of  ir,iportance  in  connection  with  Sewerage  was  carried  out. 

The  work  of  maintainance  of  sewer  ditches,  in  Snettisham  and 
East  Rudhan,  was  ca.rrisd  out  as  usual. 
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11. 


llOyiABL^DmLI^ 


Routine  inspections 


year. 

The  niiuber  of  licensed 
was  34^  end  licences  were  also 
caravans. 


of  caravans  were  carried  out  durin>-;  the 

sites  in  the  district  by  the  end  of  tlie  year 
granted  in  respect  of  43  individual 


12.  MILK  & DAIRIES. 

The  eleven  retail  dairyuen  in  the  dl. strict  are  all  licensed  to 
sell  one  or  nore  of  the  specially  designated  nillcs  i.e.  Pasteurised, 
Tuberculin  Tested  or  Sterilised,  and  no  niMc,  oxceot  these  designated 
nill<s  ,is  now  sold  in  the  district. 

13 . FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  78  premises  in  the  district  coning  within  the  purview 
of  the  Factories  Acts. 

At  eight  of  those  factories,  contravention  of  the  provisions 
dealing  with  sanitary  conveniences  were  found,  and  tnese  were  reneded 
by  the  serving  of  informal  notices. 

14.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(a-)  PUBLIC  SUPPLY-  Water  frore  the  Council’s  supply  is 
available  to  almost  all  properties  in  the  district,  the  sources  of 
supply  being  the  boreholes  and  pumping  stations  at  Great  Bricham  and 
Fring. 

The  parish  of  Hoacham  is  supplied  by  Hunstanton  U.D.C.  and 
Houghton  by  Freebridge  Lynn  U.D.C. 

Sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  staffs  of  Public  Health  and  Water 
Departments  and  during  the  year,  63  samples  were  taken  from  the  public 
supply,  62  being  reported  as  highly  satisfactory,  and  one  as 
suspicious.  A rep^eat  sample  from  the  supply  giving  suspicious  result, 
proved  satisfactory. 

(b)  PR  HATE  SUPPLIES-Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  private 
wells,  two  of  which  wore  reoorted  on  as  being  unsatisfactory. 

Informal  action  was  taken  with  the  owners  of  the  properties 
concerned,  which  resulted  in  the  mains  supply  being  made  available  to 
theoccupants  of  the  house. 

15.  DIRTY  & VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Informal  action  was  talcen  in  connection  with  3 premises  which 
were  found  to  bo  in  a.-vorninous  and  dirty  condition. 

16.  RODENT  CONTROL. 

During  the  year,  353  notifications  were  received  of 
premises  infested  with  rats  or  mice.  In  1958,  the  figure  was  347  and 
356  for  1957.  In  addition  to  treating  all  the  properties  where  treatment 
was  found  to  be  necessary,  the  nan  engaged  on  rodent  control  work  also 
gave  regular  treatment  to  the  13  Council's  refuse  tips. 

17.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Four  investigations  were. made  in  connection  with  cases 
of  infectious  diseases,  and  4 disinfections  were  carried  out. 


W.B.JEi'JKINS. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 


aa. 


- PART  III- 

_ Annual  Report  of  Waterworks  Superintendent. 


Hr.  Cliairnan,  Ladies  and  Gent  lei;:  en, 


Water  works  Departnent, 
The  ilount, 

Dockin,;?, 


I subnit  herewith  nj  Annual  Report  for  the  period  1st 
Januaiy^l959  to  31st.Decenberj  1959  for  your  consideration:— 


Source. 


Great  Birchan  Boreholes 
Fring  Boreholes. 

Heachan  Bulk  Supply 
Houg’^ton. 


Water  Gonsuaption. 

T otal  Quant ity 

Punped  and  Purchased, 

99.804.000 

40.765.000 

30.841.000 

475,000 


171,885,000. 


Average  Daily 
quantity. 


273,436 

111,686 

84,495 

1,300 


470,917. 


Punoing  Costs. 

Electric ity 

Station. 

Great  Birchan 
Fring,  including 
booster 

BULK  SUPPLY  PURCHASES. 


Units  consuned  Total  Costs.  Cost  per.  Thousand 

gallons. 

177,971  £590.  2.  6,  I.42. 

66,323  £406,  19.11*  2.38. 


Heachan 

Houghton. 


Storage. 

Reservoir,  The  Hount,  Docking. 
Water  Tower,  The  Mount,  Docking. 
Water  Tower,  Docking  Village. 
Reservoir,  Innero 
Water  Tower,  Heachan. 


£1,028.  -.  8. 
40.16.  6. 


400.000  gallons. 

225.000  » 
30,000  » 

300.000  » 

50,000  " 

i,'oo5,"o"oo-”“’  » 


Pui-iping  _St a tions . 

(a)  Fring. 

The  quantity  of  water  punped  fron  this  Station  increases  by 
7,047,000  gallons  over  the  1958  figures. 

The  punping  plant  and  auxilaries  at  the  Station  operated  very 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year,  there  wore  ninor  failures  which  we 
nanaged  to  rectify  without  inconvenience  to  consuners,  other  than  those  there 
was  only  normal  routine  naintainance  duties  necessary. 

The  recorded  borehole  levels  at  this  Station  wereoas  follows 


•:  1;/ 

October  1957. 

October  1958. 

October  1959 

^est  level 

23 '6” 

16 '3” 

24* 

Punping  level 

39‘ 

26 ‘6" 

45 « 

Since  t e installation  of  the  Diesel  Generator  an;’  the 


completion  of  the  pemanent  cable,  switches  etc.  we  have  operated  this  Plant 
on  numerous  occasions,  providing  the  necessary  electricity  supply  to  run  one 
electric  punp  set,  x>rhich  has  punped  some  4,000,000  gallons  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
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Apart  fron  the  installation  of  the  generating  set  only  norrnl 
naintainance  on  the  Punping  Plant  has  been  necessary. 

The  only  exception  was  the  Chlorination  Plant  where  trouble 
developed  on  tho  Booster  puiip,  this  you  agreed  to  have  overhauled  by  the 
nanufacturers,  at  the  sane  tine  purchasing  a now  punp  to  enable  us  to  have  a 
stand  by  in  case  of  future  failures. 

(c)  General. 

In  view  of  the  exceptional  woa,thar  conditions  which 
crea.ted  a drought  the  strictest  supervision  was  necessary,  both  to  naintain 
suoply  and  keep  the  charge  for  electricity  down  to  a iiinh’un. 


SAIaPhBS.^ 

In  conjunction  with  the  Public  Health  Departnent  the  following 
sanples  fron  the  Public  supply  have  boon  subnitted  for  analysis  to  ensure 
whole sone  supply. 

District  and  Dersinghan  Schenes.  30. 

Bulk  forn  Froebridge  -Houghton. 

BuUc  fron  Hunstanton  - Heachan,  8. 


DIS'IHIBUTIOM. 

Mains  water  is  available  to  all  Parishes  in  the  Docking  Pi-ural  District 
and  new  supplies  continue  to  be  carried  out  to  aid  property  as  well  as  new 
dwellings,  a nunbor  of  which  have  been  put  to  Estates  whore  it  has  been 
nocessany  to  extend  the  nains. 

Trouble  with  the  Heachan  supply  developed  in  Hay  when  it  was  found 
Himstanton  could  not  vSupply  sufficient  water  to  naintain  donand  and  storage, 
this  necessitated  bye-passing  the  Heachan  storage  tank  and  supplying  direct  into 
Heachan  i'iains  which  neant  that,  had  any  serious  fire  developed  there  would  have 
been  insiiff icient  water  for  fire  fighting.  The  Council  then  wisely  decided  to 
la}?’  a now  nain  fron  Ringstead  to  Heachan  storage  tr’nk  and  sup-ply  direct  fron 
the  storage  at  Docking  (The  Moimt) , this  will  undoubtedly  assist  ny 
Departnent  by  having  control  of  both  supply  and  distribu’cion  to  Heachan, 


Flow  Tests. 

Hini.-'.un  Flow  Tests  were  carried  out  periodically  throughout  the 
District  to  nininise  waste,  also  to  cn  bio  eloctricit}?’  costs  to  be  kept  as 
low  as  possible. 


Ha.ins  and  Mains  Fittings. 

All  Mains  and  nains  fittings  are  inspected  regularly  to  enable 
maintenance  and  repair  costs  to  be  kept  to  a ninnaun. 

Hew  Suo 'olios. 

Now  supplies  connected  during  tho  year  are  as  follows: - 

Donostic . Metered. 

District  Scheme . 4V»  12, 

Dersinghan  and 

Heachan,  109.  6, 


Soecia,!  c harges . 

9. 


Total. 
68 . 


11. 


128. 


156 


18 


20 


194' 


24. 

MINS  EXTENSIONS . 


Mins  extensions  and  inpr over;  oit s have  boon  carriod  out  as  follows, 
tho  cost  of  which  has  been  borne  as  indicated 
Heachan. 

Interconnection  between  Staithe  Road  and  Cheney  Hill  - Fron  Revenue, 
Folgate,  New  Housing  Estate. 

Lansey  Lane,  ilossrs.A.Needhan  (Hoachan)  Ltd. 

Dersinr'han. 

Centre  Vale,  New  Housing  Estate,  J. Jackson,  High  Fams. 

Ltd, 


Docking  R.D.G, 
Section  37, 


- Section  37. 


Life  Wood,  New  Housing  Estate,  extension.  - Fron  Revenue, 

InrColdisthorne, 

Sandy  Lane,  Novx  Housing  lEstate,  ilr.  Plant.  - Section  37. 

Dock inn. 


Sa,ndy  Lane,  New  Housing  Estate, 

Woodcocks  Yard.  Housing  Inpr ovenent s . 
East  Rudhan. 


- Paid  hj 

Developer. 

- Revenue, 


Groveside  , New  Housing  Estate, 
Mains  and  Service s 


extension,  -Docking R.D.C . 

- -Repairs  and  Maintenance 


Nornali-  aintonance  of  Mains  and  Services  have  been  carried  out, 
repairs  and  renewals  where  necessary  have  been  conpleted  with  inconvenience  to  th 
Public  cut  to  a ninii-’Un, 

A 4"  nains  fracture  occurred  in  Fring  Village,  this  was  dealth  with  th 
following  day,  the  fracture  a,ppe.ared  to  have  been  caused  by  pipe  strain. 

A 3"  nains  fracture  at  Dersinghan  occurred  at  2 a.n.  one  morning,  this 
was  shut  off  and  dealt  with  the  sane  day,  this  appeared  at  a ferrule  Insertion 
point  and  could  not  be  attributed  to  any  specific  cause. 


Resevoirs  and  Towers . 

Normal  maintenance  has  been  carried  out  on  the  Reservoirs  ani  Water 
Towers,  the  only  troubles  tha;b  occurred  were  on  tho  non-retum  va.lves  on  both 
Reservoirs,  these  were  remedied  without  intoruption  to  supply. 

Meters 

Thoro  are  now  476  metered  supplies  in  the  District  which  we  arc 
responsible  for.  In  the  year  ended  31st,  Deconbor,1959  some  87  meters  wore 
changed,  tested  and  returned  to  service,  this  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Water 
Department  Staff. 


Vehicles, 

All  normal  maintenance  work  on  tho  Wat  r Do  oartment  vehicles  is 
carriod  out  by  our  own  staff  satisfactorily.  No  major  repairs  ha.vo  boon  necessary 
with  tho  exception  of  a re-conditioned  engine  for  the  Ford  Van  which  is  now  over 
10  years  old. 


General. 

Rogroucing:  of  Undortalcinrrs,  Further  mootings  of  tho  Authorities 
concerned  have  taken  place  but  nothing  conclusive  has  been  reached. 

To  conclude  my  report  I would  like  to  aknowledgc  the  assistance 
rendered  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  tho  Public  Health  Committee,  Tho 
Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  also  members  of  the  W<?.ter  D,;narl--cnt 
Staff,  who  have  all  assistod  in  rendering  I hope,  an  efficient  service 
throughout  a v.uy  busy  year. 

I an,  Laxlios  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


j .R .DRYSDALE. 

Waterworks  Superintendent . 


STAFF. 

J.F.Drysdale.  Waterworks  Superintendent. 

J.  Newman.  Assist. --nt  Waterworks  Superintendent. 

W.H.C. Brain  Administrative  Assistant. 

R.S.Dolf.  Waste  Inspector, 
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